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Indian Ocean Earthquake and Tsunamis
Disaster Relief

Q. We understand that United States has
pledged a commitment—a lot have pledged
a commitment to the tsunami relief recon-
struction and effort. I would like to ask, how
is it going to be realized, the commitment?

President Bush. Well, the commitment
was first realized when we moved an aircraft
carrier with a lot of equipment into the
neighborhood. And many of our Navy offi-
cers and Marine officers and Marine enlisted,
Navy enlisted personnel were the first people
on the ground to start helping in coordination
with the Indonesian Government.

That commitment is further being met by
expenditures out of the United States Con-
gress. Plus, I put together kind of an inter-
esting group of private citizens to help raise
money for the tsunami relief—that would be
my father and President Clinton, number 41
and 42. And they have worked hard to con-
vince our fellow citizens to contribute—these
are private-sector citizens—to contribute to
help provide relief as well. I'm proud of my
Government’s—more importantly, my coun-
try’s commitment to help the people who suf-
fer.

And the President and I talked a lot about
the ongoing relief efforts. We thanked the
Government for their hard work, and I told
him the American people will stand with
these folks.

Thank you all very much.

NotTE: The President spoke at 3:36 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House.

Joint Statement Between the United
States of America and the Republic
of Indonesia

May 25, 2005

President George W. Bush and President
Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono today reaffirmed
the longstanding friendship between the
United States of America and the Republic
of Indonesia and committed to expand and
deepen their cooperation based on partner-
ship and our shared values of democracy and
pluralism. The two leaders held productive
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discussions on issues of mutual concern at
the bilateral, regional, and global levels.

President Bush and President Yudhoyono
exchanged congratulations on the successful
conduct of their respective elections last
year. President Bush applauded Indonesia’s
enormous strides in building a durable de-
mocracy and noted that these successes truly
reflect the determination and democratic
spirit of the Indonesian people. Mindful of
the importance of rule of law in building de-
mocracy and prosperity, the two Presidents
agreed to establish a joint interagency work-
ing group to share experience and enhance
cooperation on various justice-sector issues
and related issues of mutual interest.

On behalf of the American people, Presi-
dent Bush once again expressed his sympathy
to the Indonesian people and their govern-
ment over the catastrophic loss of life and
the material destruction caused by recent
earthquakes and the December 2004 tsu-
nami. He reiterated the commitment of the
American people to stand by those affected
as they rebuild, and he announced that Indo-
nesia will receive $400 million of the total
$857 million earmarked by the U.S. Govern-
ment for earthquake and tsunami relief and
reconstruction. The United States has of-
fered to rebuild the Banda Aceh-Meulaboh
highway—a 240-kilometer road with over
110 bridges that serves as a lifeline for much
of the west coast of Aceh province—setting
aside $245 million for the effort. The United
States will also work with local and national
authorities to rebuild homes, schools, and
clinics and re-establish the means for the
people of Aceh to return to work. The two
Presidents pledged to work together to de-
velop a Disaster Preparedness and Mitigation
Action Plan to increase Indonesia’s capacity
to respond to disasters of all kind. While
stressing that the primary responsibility for
dealing with the tsunami disaster and its con-
sequences lies with the government and peo-
ple of Indonesia, President Yudhoyono ex-
pressed deep appreciation for the outpouring
of sympathy and generous financial assist-
ance from the government of the United
States and private American citizens. Recog-
nizing the achievement of private U.S. citi-
zens and companies in raising more than $1.4
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billion for relief and reconstruction of the af-
fected areas, the two Presidents welcomed
the outcome of the Private Sector Summit
held in Washington, D.C., on 12 May 2005.
They commended the efforts of the private
sector, led by former Presidents George
Bush and Bill Clinton, in generating such
generous contributions for the tsunami vic-
tims.

President Bush emphasized his govern-
ment’s support for Indonesia’s territorial in-
tegrity and reiterated that the United States
opposes secessionist movements in any part
of Indonesia. He noted that a strong, united,
democratic, and prosperous Indonesia will
serve as a force for stability and progress in
Asia and beyond. The President noted that
reconstruction offers the opportunity for a
new beginning in Aceh and gave his full sup-
port for President Yudhoyono’s strong efforts
to promote peace. He welcomed the ongoing
talks to achieve a peaceful and lasting solu-
tion to the conflict, based on special auton-
omy within the framework of a united Indo-
nesia.

President Bush and President Yudhoyono
underscored their strong commitment to
fight terrorism, which threatens the people
of both nations and undermines international
peace and security. The two leaders rejected
any link between terrorism and religion and
pledged to continue to work closely at the
bilateral, regional, and global levels to com-
bat terror.

President Bush and President Yudhoyono
endorsed cultural and educational exchange
visits and interfaith dialogue as means for
promoting tolerance, mutual respect and mu-
tual understanding. The two Presidents
pledged to work together to support such ini-
tiatives. President Bush welcomed President
Yudhoyono’s intention to send prominent In-
donesian Islamic scholars to the United
States to promote inter-faith dialogue.

President Bush and President Yudhoyono
agreed that normal military relations would
be in the interest of both countries and un-
dertook to continue working toward that ob-
jective. The two Presidents welcomed the re-
sumption of Indonesia’s participation in
International Military Education and Train-
ing (IMET) as an important step. They also
looked forward to the convening of the Third
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Indonesia-United States Security Dialogue in
Jakarta in mid-2005 and called for further
meetings of the Bilateral Defense Dialogue.
They also praised the excellent humanitarian
cooperation between the U.S. military and
the Indonesian military during the tsunami
emergency relief operations in Aceh. Presi-
dent Yudhoyono reaffirmed his commitment
to further strengthen military reform, civilian
control, and accountability. President Bush
pledged his full support in these efforts. En-
couraged by progress in the investigation of
the 2002 incident in Timika, President
Yudhoyono reaffirmed that he would inten-
sify efforts to ensure that the suspect indicted
by a U.S. Federal court for the 2002 Timika
killings is apprehended and that all those re-
sponsible for these crimes are brought to jus-
tice.

The two Presidents discussed ways to
strengthen U.S.-Indonesia economic  co-
operation and trade relations. President
Yudhoyono briefed President Bush on his ap-
proach to Indonesia’s development, which he
termed “pro-growth, pro-job, and pro-poor.”
He also noted the urgent need to improve
Indonesia’s infrastructure and he invited
Americans to participate in that undertaking.
President Bush  welcomed  President
Yudhoyono’s determination to further eco-
nomic reform, to combat corruption, and to
improve the business and investment cli-
mate. Accordingly, the Presidents welcomed
the $10 million G-8 pilot project to assist
Indonesia in its efforts to improve the busi-
ness climate. Stressing the benefits of an
open trading system, the two Presidents wel-
comed the resumption of Trade and Invest-
ment Council (TIC) talks, after a five-year
hiatus, under the U.S.-Indonesia Trade and
Investment Framework Agreement (TIFA).
The two Presidents encouraged their delega-
tions to continue to make further progress
in resolving outstanding trade issues, with the
aim of broadening and deepening our eco-
nomic relationship.

President Bush and President Yudhoyono
discussed the state of the world’s energy situ-
ation and stressed the importance of
strengthening cooperation and investment in
the field of energy. To this end, they an-
nounced the resumption of bilateral energy
consultations, the first round of which will
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be held on May 26, 2005, in Washington after
an eight-year hiatus, and called on partici-
pants to report back on progress to the two
Presidents before the APEC summit meeting
later this year.

President Bush and President Yudhoyono
reaffirmed the importance of education in
U.S.-Indonesia relations and agreed to con-
tinue placing a high priority on cooperation
in this field. President Yudhoyono recalled
with appreciation President Bush’s initiative
during his visit to Bali in October 2003 to
provide US$157 million to fund a six-year
program designed to strengthen Indonesia’s
basic education capacity. The two leaders
hailed the initial success of this program in
enriching the educational experience of In-
donesian children. They also agreed to ex-
pand opportunities and improve the quality
of higher education for Indonesian students,
including by increasing the number of Indo-
nesian students studying in the United
States.

President Bush and President Yudhoyono
exchanged views on international develop-
ments, particularly those in the Asia-Pacific
region. President Bush expressed apprecia-
tion for Indonesia’s role in strengthening the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) and for efforts to achieve an
ASEAN Security Community. The two Presi-
dents exchanged views on Iraq and on pros-
pects for peace in the Middle East, and they
expressed support for two democratic states
living side by side in peace and security.
President Bush welcomed the intention of
President Yudhoyono to help promote peace
in the Middle East. President Bush congratu-
lated President Yudhoyono on the successful
convening of the Second Asian-African Sum-
mit in Jakarta, 23-24 April 2004.

The two Presidents welcomed the devel-
opment in the Asia-Pacific region of an open
and inclusive institutional architecture that
reinforces peace and stability and contributes
to economic development and prosperity.
They welcomed the contributions of the
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC)
forum in supporting trade and investment
liberalization and for its cooperative efforts
to combat threats to regional security. The
two leaders underlined the importance of
multilateral cooperation and, in this context,
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agreed on the need to pursue reform of the
United Nations as a means to improving its
effectiveness.

The two leaders affirmed that the United
States of America and Indonesia, two of the
world’s largest democracies, are bound by an
abiding friendship and a common apprecia-
tion of diversity, tolerance, and freedom as
a source of enduring strength.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Remarks With President Susilo
Bambang Yudhoyono of Indonesia
on the Observance of Asian Pacific
American Heritage Month

May 25, 2005

President Bush. Thank you for coming.
Good afternoon, and welcome to the White
House. I am glad you're here. I'm proud to
be with you to celebrate Asian Pacific Amer-
ican Heritage Month. And we are joined by
a very special guest, a close friend of Amer-
ica, a man with whom I just had a very good
visit, President Yudhoyono from Indonesia.
Welcome, Mr. President.

Before we award our volunteer of the year
awards, the President has graciously offered
to give some remarks. And, unfortunately,
I'm going to give some too. [Laughter] Be-
fore I begin I do want to introduce Agus and
Edhie, the President’s sons. Welcome. We're
glad you're here. Agus will be getting married
on July the 8th.

This is a time to celebrate the achievement
of millions of Americans of Asian Pacific an-
cestry. Today, Asian Pacific Americans are
making their mark in all walks of life, includ-
ing business and politics and education and
community service and the arts and science.

I'm fortunate to have many Asian Amer-
ican in my Cabinet and in my administration,
two of whom are here with us today. I want
to thank the Secretary of Labor, Elaine Chao,
for joining us, and the Secretary of Transpor-
tation, Norm Mineta.

Andrew Natsios of USAID is here. An-
drew, it'’s good youre here, because we're
going to be talking about tsunami relief in
a minute.



